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2024 Mock Election

With such attention being paid to the recent
presidential election, students at both middle schools
and the high school held their own mock election to see
how they might predict the winner of several key
elections throughout our state and country. Many
classrooms created special lessons and activities to help
our students learn about our civic responsibility to make
our voices heard through voting. Students at the middle
schools voted electronically for the presidential
candidate of their choice. CHS students voted
electronically for all major races at the state and federal
levels.

Here are some highlights from various classrooms...

Mr. Sollman’s 11™" grade civics students researched the
down-ballot candidates and posted it in his for the rest
of his classes to learn more about the various
candidates.

Mr. Wagner’s classroom created a presidential
candidate board with key facts about the candidates’
positions on several topics, fun facts about each
presidential candidate, and historical information about
each of the two major parties.
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Mr. Mazias and Mr. Wolf had their WMS students
break into groups to learn about the presidential
candidates. Each group was responsible for researching
three topics about Trump or Harris. They then
presented their information to the entire combined
classes. It went very well and was a fantastic way for the
students to quickly learn about some of the beliefs their
next President holds.




Classroom Happenings Ninth grade students in Mr. Natale's U.S. History classes
engaged in a hexagonal thinking review activity.

Mrs. Roper’s AP African
American Studies
classes took a walking
field trip to the Trout
Gallery’s exhibit: “Two
Centuries of Black
American Art” originally
curated in 1976 by
David Driskell. This was
the first exhibit to be
curated by an African
American and to display
only art by Black

artists.

Students
discussed the
connections
between
various terms,
people, and
events that
they had
learned over
the course of
the unit.
Students were
engaged in
conversation
and
appropriate
debate over
the placement
of terms and

justified the connections made between them.
Afterwards, students reflected on the experience and
demonstrated their critical thinking.




In preparation for the upcoming Culture Day, students Wilson Middle School’s Culture Day!!!
in Mr. Sheeder’s 6th grade classes at WMS did a Culture

Show and Tell where they shared some aspects of their [ s S

.
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Veterans’ Day Luncheon

On Tuesday, November 12" more than twenty students
at Carlisle High School had the unique opportunity to
meet and interview twenty-two veterans about their
service to our nation. Each of the veterans was treated to
a buffet meal provided by the CHS Culinary program
students. Afterwards, each student was paired with a
veteran to learn more about their experiences of serving
in the military, asking questions about when/where they
served, how their service impacted their lives, and what
advice they might give to future generations. The CHS
Social Studies department would like to thank each
veteran for their service to our nation.

THANK YOU!

Senior Voter Registration Drive

Once again Carlisle High School’s social studies
department has teamed up with the Governor’s Office
to attempt to register 85% of all eligible seniors to vote
before May 2025. If CHS can reach this milestone, we
will receive the Governor’s Civic Engagement Award.
Carlisle High School has a strong history in the seven
years of this program, obtaining six Gold-level awards

(2017, 2018, 2019,
2021, 2022, and Register
2023) and one
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your son or daughter will turn eighteen on or before
May 2025, please have them reach out. They may get
the application from Mr. Wagner, any social studies
teacher, or the McGowan main office. Students can also
register online HERE.

Silver-level award
(2020). Can we do

Contests & Competitions
There are many opportunities for our 6™-12" grade

students to write and win cash prizes or scholarships.
Here is a list of upcoming opportunities. More are
added monthly via the district website. Find more at our
department website — click the link below:
https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/s
ocial_studies/news __awards

Freedoms Foundation — Youth Essay Contest

(Due to Mr. Wagner electronically by March 1, 2025)
Grades K-6 Topic:

“Who is your favorite founding father/mother and
why?”

Grades 7-12 Topic:

“There was much debate at the Constitutional
Convention in 1787 leading to significant compromises
reflected in the ratified US Constitution. Reflecting on all
the ideas brought forth and the compromises made,
what do you believe should have been included, that
was not, and why?”



https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx
https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/news___awards
https://www.carlisleschools.org/academics/subject/social_studies/news___awards

SPARK @ Shippensburg University

Several CHS students had the opportunity to attend the
SPARK program at Shippensburg University in late
October. SPARK
stands for “Ship
Promotes
Academic
Research and
Knowledge.” The
program is a
collaboration
between the
university’s
psychology,
political science,
and history
departments. The
purpose is to
encourage
students with a
research interest
in psychology, political science, history, and philosophy
to learn more about these programs through
interaction with professors and students in the current
programs.

Pictured with “SHIP” is (L-R): Griffin Pak, Anna Schadler,
Ben Lavalley, Ashika Gurung, Annabeth Hunt, Katelyn
Patton, and Lyric Koch

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY:

"The world henceforth will be run by synthesizers,
people able to put together the right information at
the right time, think critically about it, and make
important choices wisely."

~ E.O. Wilson, American Biologist,
Pulitzer Prize Winner and Professor Emeritus Harvard

National History Day is a year-long program that
helps student develop the following critical skills and
abilities for their future:

e Critical thinking and problem-solving skills

e Research and reading skills

e Oral and written communication and

presentation skills

e Self-esteem and confidence

e Asense of responsibility for and involvement in

the democratic process

Each year, thousands of middle and high school
students (grades 6-12) and teachers across the United
States participate in National History Day, a year-long
educational program that culminates in a national
contest every June. Students prepare original projects
using primary sources and compete in a local contest.
The winners move on to district and state competitions.
Those winners move on to the national competition in
Washington. Along the way, every participant gains
first-hand experience conducting historical research and
analysis and by producing a documentary, exhibit,
essay, performance, or website. Through this journey of
exploration students learn to synthesize information
and develop balanced conclusions based on their
findings.

The 2024 NHD theme is:
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN HISTORY



