Hand Saws

1. When laying out your design, always remember to add the thickness of the blade (about 1/8th of an inch).

2. Always cut on the waste side of the line.

3. Secure the work piece in a clamp or a vise.

4. Identify the grain of the wood and select the correct saw (below).

5. Pull the saw back three times to start the cut.  Use your thumb as a guide, placing it well above the board to prevent injury.

6. Support the piece being cut to prevent splintering when it falls.
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Grain-dark brown lines
RIP SAWS

· Large teeth

· Used to cut in the same direction as the grain

· Hold the saw at a 60 degree angle
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CROSSCUT SAWS

· Have small teeth

· Used to cut across the grain

· Hold the saw at a 45 degree angle
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